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Charles Alfred Clement: Biography & Education

A Charles Alfred Clement (1921 11981)
Born in New York City to French parents, Clement trained in
industrial design and illustration and developed a wide
ranging artistic career.

A Education _ o )
mW] I ¢l 2c¢aqldl WRAhAKNNISEhGOILE ProfeSdidiopt 1J LU
Arts, New York, majoring in industrial and general design and
illustration. . oo ) )
MWOYUGUUaqUl Wel I R aprovky ColHteYThé + 135 Y I
New School, and inAix-en-Provence, France.

A Tucson Life & Work
n W~ Y 2 TutsdhanYl @80with his wife, LouiseEdmeéa
Clement. = _ . . ) )
nWw? 13t RDUJIT We Ul WHe R Oelagé AR | W6 Y G 1J
1952.
n W~ ¢ R U aqpuiididdiplindig pihctice , creating sculpture,
murals, mosaics, ceramics, architectural ornamentation, and
industrial design throughout Tucson.
nied in 1981 while traveling abroad.




Clement Major Public Art Projects

A University of Arizona Administration Building (1966 T67)
n W9 | 1J¢ q IFibelgtadt &owlptédl I9diden integrated into the
facade, contributing to the modernist architectural character of
the campus.

Am Yeokt W | ft wWEHR2GGqe! WWeIN®I b
m WAL YT e #1JIsidéd miodéfrisRsGulpture originally
installed at the Catalina Foothills School District and later
displayed at theReid Park Zoa

A Presidio Plaza Fountain (1971) ]
mW? Ut RNU I LihbdHimis Yodntia | ak dftidal feature of
Ne At YUkt WAI Dt RI RYWAUGC¢CACIHO

A Broadway Podiatry Building Panels (1971)

n L9 | IEastchncrdie sculptural panels that animate the
facade of this commercial building.

A Additional Civic Works ) ] o
mWALDGRIUNWaezl ¢at AWaYH ¢ RAY AWe Ul WRU
schools, civic buildings, and public spaces throughout Tucson.
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Turnkey Housing Project (1969 1970)

A 80-unit federal turnkey public housing project
with construction beginning April 2, 1970.

A Designed byMark Edson and William Goldblatt ;
built by private contractors for the Tucson Housing
Authority.

A Became a focal point forequitable hiring , with
community advocate Hubert Davis pressing for
Black employment and monitoring compliance
with federal labor rules.

A Charles Clement was commissioned to create a
site -specific sculptural work for the project
sixteen (16) pieces, integrating art into the new
community environment.

A Project symbolized major federal investment paired
with local demands for civil rights, inclusion, and
neighborhood representation.
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Charles Clement, Turnkey Models, 1969

A Clement designed a unified ensemble
of sixteen cast concrete sculptures,
distributed throughout the
development and conceived as a
single, cohesive work.

A Charles Alfred Clement was
commissioned to create a sitespecific
sculptural work for the development.
The commission was integral to the
project and consistent with mid-
century modernist principles that
emphasized the incorporation of art
RUqYWJ2131 T ¢! WIU2RI
role was not to supply discrete
decorative objects, but to contribute a
sculptural program conceived as part
of the architectural and social fabric of
the housing complex.

ANSUW HalGaqel It WIAGHY
mature artistic philosophy, in which
sculpture functioned as an
environmental element rather than as
an autonomous object.
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A Between 1995- 2006, during

redevelopment associated with the South
Park public housing area, thelurnkey
sculptures were removed from their
original locations and setting without
consultation with the Clement Estate or
Clement family, despite the existence of
identifiable successors in interest.

No documentation has been produced
demonstrating that the City followed its
required relocation procedures. There is

no record of formal review, evaluation of
q6Ws YI t kt WRU@qWNI Rq! ¢
deaccession determination prior to
fragmentation.

Following removal, the unified sculptural
ensemble was fragmented and dispersed.
The sculptures were separated into three
known groupings and installed at

unrelated locations, without interpretive
context, without clear artistic attribution,

and outside the architectural environment
nYl Ws 6 RAG Wa 6 13! Ws 131 1JWI
original coherence was destroyed.

A As of March 2026 there are three known

locations associated with the surviving
known (13) of the original sixteen (16)
elements of the Turnkeysculpture.



Location 1: South Park Avenue and East 35th Street (949 and 951 East 35th Street, Tucson, Arizona) eight (8) elements




